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Our Day of Prayer is the subject of an article on page 151. We 
trust that the day will be even more widely observed this year 
than last for, in view of the official weleome given to the inaugura- 


... tion of the new Church of South India, even by prelates who 


ought to know better than to describe it as firmly based on the 
Lambeth Quadrilateral, there is the greatest need of prayer for 
the maintenance of the faith and order of the Church. A new 
leaflet and prayer paper have. been printed, and copies will be 
sent, on receipt of«stamped addressed envelope, by the Secretary, 
C.D.C.P., 6 Perth Road, Beckenham, Kent. If more than one 
COpy is required, please say how many (please not “ some "’). 
Contributions, large or small, to the heavy cost of printing and 
organization will be gratefully acknowledged either by the 
Secretary or by the Treasurer, C.D.C.P., 173 Kew Road, Rich- 


mond, Surrey. 
lll * * 


The Orthodox S.P.G. Telugu Christian Union continues its 
efforts to prevent the coercion—the word is not too strong—of 
those who conscientiously object to joining the new Church of 
South India. We have seen copies of a good deal of the gorre- 
spondence between the Union and those in authority both in‘ 
India and in England. At the time of writing it is impossible to 
say what the outcome of this correspondence will be, and we 
reserve further comment. 


The Ceylon Reunion Scheme is examined by a theologian in an 
article on page 154. It should be made clear that what is dis- 
cussed in the article is not the Church Union scheme which was 
printed in Faith and Unity in September last year, but the pro- 
posals of the Negotiating Committee for a United Church in 
Ceylon. These proposals were printed as an Interim Report * for 
presentation to the Negotiating Churches, that they may pro- 
nounce their opinion thereon for the further guidance of the 
Negotiating Committee.”’ 


* * * * 


The ‘‘ proposed Episcopal-Presbyterian merger ’’ in the U.S.A., 
in the opinion of a correspondent writing in the American Living 
Church, “ would ruin two good Churches to create one poor one.”’ 
Later he quotes President Belkin of Yeshiva University, who 
“ spoke in these words of the “ misguided zealots’ who bungle 
the effort to bridge the gap between religions : ‘ The world to-day 
suffers from a laxity of faith, and the great need of this moment | 
is not so much the “ watering down” of particular religious 
beliefs, but rather a greater and firmer conviction of one’s own 


religion 


The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Chureh in America, 
meeting in Grand Rapids in May, defeated the proposal to admit 
women to the ministry by a vote of 128 presbyteries to roo. 


Our Travelling Secretary has the following engagements during 
the next few weeks. 


October 19th. Oxford: Preach, SS. Mary and John, 11 
| a.m.; St. John, Stoke Row, 6.30 p.m. ' 
‘22nd. Bognor Regis: C.U. Meeting. 
25th and following days. Newquay, Cornwall. 
November 2nd. _ St. Ives, Cornwall. oe 
3rd. Penzance. 
6th. Bolton, Lancashire. 
7th. Manchester: Meeting. 
8th. Oldham: C.U. Festival Sermon. 
gth. Manchester: Preach, Our Lady and St. 
-Thomas, Gorton ; St. Benedict's, Ardwick. 
roth. Oldham: Meeting. 
- 11th. Rochdale: Meeting. 
3 12th. Bury: Meeting. 
13th. Stockport: Meeting. 


Applications for sermons and’meetings should be made direct to 
the Rev. H. Howard, 14 Magdalen Road, Oxford. 
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“ OUR DAY OF PRAYER 


» 


Once more the Council is asking its supporters to observe, on __ 
Thursday, October 16th, or on the following Sunday—in some 
parishes a week day is more convenient, in others a Sunday—a ~ 
Day of Prayer for the triumph of the Church over the difficulties 
and obstacles which lie in the path of the reunion of Christendom. 
There may be some who question the need for the observance of 
this day in addition to the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
which is held annually in January. But the objects of the two 
: observances are rather different. In the Week of Prayer we look 
a to the future, praying for the coming of that unity which is God's 

will, as and when it shall be His good pleasure to give it. On the 

: Day of Prayer, on the other hand, we look at the present, having 
L. in mind the various schemes and proposals for reunion which are 
now being tried or are under discussion. These schemes and 

roposals are fraught with difficulties and dangers to the main- 
| tenance of the faith and order of the Church, and it is that-we may 
| overcome those difficulties and be brought safely through those 
dangers that we are called to pray at this time. : 


MOTIVES FOR SEEKING UNITY 


Various reasons are put forward for seeking the unity of the 
Church, and there is always danger that our motives may be 
wrong and consequently unworthy of reward. We are often told 
that there is great loss of efficiency through our divisions and that 
we must unite so that the Church's work may be better done. 
Or it is said that unity must be sought because it will mean a 
great economy in man-power and save much overlapping of 
effort. Another reason proposed to us is that by unity we shall 

~~~ achieve larger numbers and so have greater power and influence 
with the secular authority. Efficiency, economy and power are 
in their way excellent things, but they are out of place as motives 
for seeking Christian unity. They may perhaps follow as results 
- when unity had been granted to us, but they are not Tight motives 
- for seeking it.. The true motive for seeking unity is simply that 

God's will may be done, and we pray that we may be prepared 

toreceive that unity when God is willing to grant it to us in answer 

to Christ’s prayer and our prayers offered in union with His. 

And this implies patient, humble waiting upon God and a stedfast 

maintenance of the truth of God as we have received it from 

apostolic times. There are no short cuts to unity: it can only 
come as we all, within and without the Church, come nearer to 

Christ Who is the way, the truth and the life. 


THE SUBJECT OF OUR PRAYERS 


And so, in view of the unsatisfactory nature of present schemes: 


I5I 


i 


~ for union, there is proposed tous as the “ slogan” for our Day of 


Prayer this year the Apostolic injunction * Be ye stedfast,”’ after 
the example’of the first Christians who “ continued stedfastly in 
the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and 
in prayers.” 

These are the things which we must maintain at all costs. A 
broadminded " (often a synonym for half-hearted “ un- 
dogmatic "’ Christianity is not “ just as good as " ** the faith which 
was once delivered to the saints’: reception into the family of 
God, however kindly and even ceremoniously carried out, is no 
substitute for the new birth by Baptism into the fellowship of the 
Church which is Christ’s Body: continued acts of fellowship in 
communion are insufficient to take the place of feeding on the 
very ‘‘ Body and Blood of Christ, which are verily and indeed 
taken and received by the faithful ” in the Sacrament of the altar ; 
the choir office, however beautifully rendered, or the prayer 
meeting, however inspiring and devout, can never take the place 
of the offering of the Holy Sacrifice which is the Lord’s own service. 
For these things there is no substitute. 


MAINTENANCE OF THE TRUTH 


These essentials of the Apostolic fellowship, however, cannot be 
maintained unless we are careful toremain stedfast in the Apostles’ 
doctrine. It is sheer nonsense to say that it does not matter what 
a man believes so long as he does what is right. For in the last 
resort it is a man’s principles, what he.really believes as distinct 


from what he professes, that rule his conduct. And therefore one 


of ur subjects of prayer must be the maintenance of the true 
faith of the Church as it has been handed down from the Apostles, 
received by the Church and written by the Church of England 
into her Prayer Book. So we must pray for those, Bishops and | 
theologians, whose responsibility it is to guard and teach that 
faith. All our bishops at the time of their consecration promise 
not only “to teach and exhort with wholesome doctrine,”’ but 
also ‘“‘to banish and drive away all erroneous and strange 
doctrines contrary to God's Word.”” And. though we may some- 
times think that some have curious ideas of what constitutes 
‘ wholesome doctrine,’ and that others show a peculiar tenderness 
for ‘strange doctrines’ which have no place in the Church’s 
teachirig, none the less—indeed perhaps all the more—we should 
pray for them that they may be enabled by the Holy Spirit to 


think and do only such things as be right. 


OuR PART 


But it is not only the leaders of the Church who are concerned 
with the matter of unity : it is the business of every Christian to 
be concerned for the fulfilling of Christ’s prayer.. To take part 
in the counsels of the Church is for the few. The work of the 
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many is to uphold them with their prayers. But we can do more 
than that. We must love the Church which is His Body and be 
always faithful to her. She is the divinely appointed means of 


our salvation, and we cannot regard any other means proposed to. 


us as being on an equality with her. In saying that, we do not 


_ judge those who are outside the Church—that is no business of 
~ours, and we know that there are many great and holy servants of 


God among them—but of us who are members of the Church it is 
required that we be found faithful. Again, unity is to be found in 
hrist alone, and the coming of unity will be the nearer in so 


far as each one of us is brought nearer to Him. And so, as we 


strive after holiness and seek to live our whole life more com- 


pletely ‘* in Christ,”’ we shall be taking our share in bringing about ~ 


the unity for which we pray. . A. G. Boop. 


THE HEALING OF OUR DIVISIONS 


Under this title the sermon preached by the Rev. Canon Michael 
before the University of Oxford on April 27th, 1947, has 

now been published (Dacre Press, 6d.). It is asclear an exposition 
as we have seen of the causes of the present disunited condition 
of the Church and of the relation of the Anglican Communion to 
other bodies of Christians. The concluding part of the sermon 
deals with the suggestion made by the Archbishop of Canterbury 
in his Cambridge University sermon last November, ‘ that we 
should not try to merge our separated ‘churches’ into a new 
united organization, but should prepare the way towards full 
communion by the recovery within every Christian body of 
those elements of faith and order which are essential before full 


communion can come about.’ ~ 


This suggestion will produce different reactions in different 
people. To us it comes as a call to strengthen certain elements in 


our faith and order which have been and are endangered by the 


‘individual, not to say individualistic, actions of some bishops 
and priests. 

When we have so far come to our administrative senses that it 
is impossible for such a book as the recent one of the Bishop of 
Birmingham to be in circulation for months without an official 
expression of censure ; when holy discipline has so been recovered 
that it is impossible to admit persons to communion who do not 
conform to the requirements of the Prayer Book; when the 
marriage law of the Church is everywhere respected amongst us— 
only then can we be said to have recovered the essential prelimin- 
aries to a godly reunion: 

To many of us, there is not a little effrontery in trying to join 
together such uncleansed surfaces as the disunited parts of the 
present-day Christianity. The bond would never hold. 


We hope all will read and reflect on Professor Ramsey's sermon. 
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THE CEYLON REUNION SCHEME. 


Of the various plans which have been evolved during the last 
twenty years or so for the union of parts of the Anglican Com- 
munion with non-Anglican Christian bodies, there are several 
respects in which the Ceylon Reunion Scheme seems to be the 
most promising regarded from the point of view of the safe- 
guarding of Catholic principles, and the exclusion of dangerous 
ambiguities and mistaken ideas. Moreover, there are clear indica- 
tions that the negotiating parties have taken into serious account 
the weighty criticisms which have been made of the South India 
Scheme, as, for example, ip their evident anxiety to avoid repro- 
ducing the defect of a ‘30 year interim period’, which was 
signalized by many as one of its more marked defects. Nor has 
any attempt been made to bring into being a new church, regard- 
ing itself as the projected South Indian C burch does asa province 
of the Universal Church. 

The negotiations date back to 1941, when the Methodists in 
Ceylon invited Anglicans, Presbyterians and Baptists to meet and 
discuss the desirability and possibility of a Scheme of Union for 
that island. In consequence a Joint Committee was appointed, 
which, after a series of conferences, produced an Interim Report 
in 1946. This Report was closely examined by the Theological 
‘Committee of the Church Union, which meanwhile had produced 
a Scheme of its own, subsequently approved by the Church 
Union Council. This Scheme has already been printed in Fatth 
and Unity, September, 1946, and is deserving of careful considera- 
tion by all interested in the solution of the problems of Christian 
Reunion. It was considered by the Ceylon Church Union and 
accepted by that Society with only a few minor amendments. 


THE INTERIM REPORT 


The Interim Report stated the extent of agreement reached so 
far, and comprised ten sections : 


1. The Nature of the Union; 2. The Church and its Member- 
ship; 3. The Faith of the Church; 4. The Worship of the 
Church ; 5. The Sacraments of the Church ; 6. The Ministry of 
the Church ; 7. The Order of Life in the Chureh ; 8. Legislation 
in the Church ; 9. The Church's Initial Membership and Ministry ; 
10. The Autonomy of the Church. 


Owing to limitations of space we shall confine attention here 
to the salient points only of the Report, and it must not be thought 
that what is said includes all that might be said by way of approval” 
or criticism. 


In the statement of the Nature of the Union the defectiveness 
of all existing ministries and their equal effectiveness for the 
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mediation of God's grace is affirmed. As to membership it is said 
that only those shall be members of the United Church * * who 


--have been baptized . . . and continue stedfast therein.” The 


of the Sacraments stl 


Faith of the Church is defined as based on belief in the Trinity 
and the Incarnation, and including the acceptance of the Old 
and New Testaments and the Apostles’ and Nicene Creeds. As 
Sacraments, Baptism and the Supper of the Lord are recognized. 
Permission is given for Infant Baptism and for Christian burial in 
the case of children of Christian parents dying unbaptized. 
Among the elements recommended for inclusion in the service of 
Holy Communion is “ shewing forth and pleading before the 
Father Christ’s sacrifice once for all offered: and invoking 
Christ's merits the whole The Ministry has among 
its functions : reaching of the Gospel and the administra- 
all these being made effective through faith).”’ 
Ordination is to be episcopal. The union is to be inaugurated by 
the recognition of all possessing communicant status in the 
several bodies as communicants of the united Church, by the 
commissioning of existing Anglican bishops by representatives of 
the non-Anglican Bodies, by the consecration of those elected to 
be bishops, and by the giving by a bishop of the United Church 
to all clergy of the uniting bodies in his diocese, of a commission 
for ‘‘ the wider exercise " of his ** ministry as a Presbyter in the 
Church of God.” 


LATER RECOMMENDATIONS 


It appears that the Church Union draft scheme was con- 
sidered and that at a later meeting of the Joint Committee two 
important recommendations were made : 


1. That, if possible, an episcopal body, having orders which 
are universally recognized by all sections of Christendom, should 
send a bishop or bishops to ordain all ministers of all the negotiat- 
ing bodies sub conditione. 


2. That at one service there shall be a unification of the 
ministries of the uniting bodies, the former non-episcopalians 
using the form in their own ordinals for former episcopalian - 
ministers and the Bishop using the forms in the Anglican Ordinal 
for the former non-episcopalian ministers. 


The second of these was passed without a dissentient ; the 
first is a majority recommendation only. 


It was also recommended that the following be added so as to 
precede any section dealing with the sacrament of Baptism : 
“ Holy Baptism incorporates into the Body of Christ those who 
have received remission of sins by the washing of regeneration 
and the renewing of the Holy Ghost.” 
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Confirmation, it is believed, will be best commended by careful 
teaching of its character-as the completion of Baptism and by the 
lives of the onfir med. 

Two definitions regarding the Eucharist as “* the showing forth 
of the Lord's death’ and the means by which the Body and 
Blood of Christ are verily and, indeed, taken and received by the 
faithful are added. 

It isalsourged that a liturgical commission be set up to draw up 
forms for Baptism, Holy Communion and Ordination. 


Appreciative reference is made to the Church Union draft, 
which is admitted to be superior, especially in the section on the 
Ministry, to the Interm Report. 


In conclusion it is stated that the United Church is intended 
to be in communion with the Anglican Communion, while re- 
maining in communion with the other bodies from which it has — 
sprung. This is admitted to be anomalous but is believed to be 
necessary for the healing of the breaches in the Body of Christ. 


APPRECIATION AND CRITICISM 


It is impossible adequately to evaluate the scheme here. While 
we may welcome the evidently serious attempt which has been 
made to clarify the nature, belief and ministry of the projected 
Church, and should appreciate the sincere. efforts of the Joint — 
Committee to be loyal to Catholic principle, we are bound to 
deplore the extent to which the ~ South Indian “ outlook appears 
to have dominated its negotiations. And we must admit to being 
seriously disquieted by the proposal that the new Church will 
retain communion with non-episcopal bodies while itself being in 
communion with the Anglican Communion. Here one of the 
gravest objections to the South Indian Scheme is manifestly 
reproduced. 

It is apparent, however, that the parties responsible are 
approaching their task in 4 more humble spirit than the South 
Indian negotiators, and this alone is'a ground for hope that 
further improvements may be introduced before the Scheme 
reaches its final stages. 


Communications for the Editor and subscriptions to Faith and 
Unity (three shillings a year minimum) should be sent to the 
Secretary, C.D.C.P., 6 Perth Road, Beckenham, Kent. Back 
numbers of Faith and Unity are available and can be had from 
the Secretary, price fourpence each, post free. 


Printed at The Church Army Press, Cowley, Oxford. 


